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A BANDY BANDY WITH A DIFFERENCE. Memoirs of 
the Queensland Museum 39(2):242: - The Bandy Bandy, 
Vermicella annulata, is well known for its distinct colour and 
pattern (Shine, 1980). It is widespread in Queensland (Ingram 
& Raven, 1991). It is represented in the Queensland Museum 
by 210 specimens of which 209 are distinctly marked with 
uniform ‘rings’ of black and white (Fig. 1). 

On 26 April, 1995, we found an unusually coloured and 
patterned bandy bandy on Retro Station, via Capella MEQ 
(22*^5 r47"S 147°54’45'’E). This specimen, now QMJ 59875 
(Fig.2), was under a hollow log in Poplar Box (Eucalyptus 
populea) woodland, with a sparse shrub understorey. The 
introduced species Buffle Grass (Cenchrus ciliaris) and 
Paithenium Weed (Partheniwn hysterophorus) were present. 
The collection site is an ‘island’ surrounded by paddocks of 
sunflowers and mung beans. 

The specimen (TL 39cm) is unusual in being fawn-grey on 
black (rather than white on black); having a distinct vertebral 
stripe on the anterior third of its body (rather than ‘rings’ 
only); having a ‘broken’ vertebral stripe posteriorly connect¬ 
ing sets of 2-4 ‘rings’(rather than ‘rings’ only); and in having 
its venter virtually unmarked by the ‘rings’ (rather than con¬ 
sistently ringed in white). In other respects (e.g. head shape, 
scale counts) the specimen is unremarkable (Cogger, 1992). 
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Fig.l A, Vermicella annulata from Acacia Ridge, Brisbane, 
SEQ, showing typical, highly distinct, regular black and 
white colour and pattern. B, V. annulata, from Retro Sta¬ 
tion, via Capella, MEQ, showing unusual colour (fawn-grey 
on darker grey) and pattern (some longitudinal lines with 
irregular bands). 



